
 
 

 
 

 
Purpose:    Understanding and Addressing the Unmet Needs of Deaf   
    Survivors 
    
 
Incidence and  Data collection that is accurate and specific to individuals 
Prevalence: who identify as culturally Deaf is extremely limited. 
 

  Existing and emerging research with a representative  
   sample, is extremely limited.  

    
    Despite these limitations, the existing data and research 

  suggest that higher rates of domestic and sexual  
  victimization in the Deaf Community are between 1.5 to 4  
  times more likely to occur. 

 
 
Unique    Survivors are faced with impossible situations such as:   
Experiences:   Should I flee to safety in a shelter where I can’t  
    Communicate with anyone and no one understands my  
    culture?  Or should I stay in my home where my safety  
    and well-being is at risk, but  I can freely communicate and  
    be part of a culture that brings me pride and strength? 
 
    Unique tactics can be used by abusers include: destroying 
    communication devices, injuring the survivor’s hands to  
    prevent communication, and abuser’s allegations that  
    tactics are culturally appropriate. 
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Barriers:   When Deaf survivors’ needs are not met, their experience  
    of trauma is compounded by the very systems that are  
    intended to help.  
 
    This population remains largely invisible to victim service 

  providers, due to their absence or limited exposure to the  
  Deaf Community, and lack of any specialized outreach and 
  education efforts to engage them.   

  
    Lack of communication and language access blocks services 
    from being provided. (I.e.- Hotlines for Help are phone- 
    based, and many providers and law enforcement are not  
    prepared for relay calls or how to use this technology.   
    Qualified interpreters are rarely used by law enforcement,  
    advocates, and medical professionals.  Some interpreters  
    do not have proper training and skills to work in domestic  
    or sexual violence situations.  
  
    Victim services and supports designed for survivors may 
    unintentionally have audism within them. (I.e.- an example  
    of audism: refusing to provide an interpreter because  
    survivor is “only hard of hearing and can lipread.”, despite  
    survivor’s request.   
 
 
Promising  Service delivery to survivors by specifically trained 
Approaches: advocates who themselves are Deaf.   
 
    Service delivery to survivors by specially trained advocates 
    who are sign-fluent and culturally competent with Deaf  
    culture and the Deaf Community. 
 
    Collaboration between Deaf Services Providers, victim 
    services, and allied systems to build capacity to better  
    serve Deaf survivors. (I.e.: cross-training, develop  
    protocols specifically on how to serve Deaf survivors and  
    strategize how to remove existing barriers) 
 
    There are fifteen existing agencies nationwide that provide 
    Deaf-specific services to Deaf survivors. 
 



 
 
Recommendations: Recognize the Deaf Community as a distinct cultural  
    and linguistic group (i.e.: Identify them as an  
    underserved and priority community in strategic  
    plans and funding solicitations. 
 
    Dedicate resources for Deaf survivors  
   
    Prioritize Deaf expertise 
 
    Effectively collect data and fill in the research gaps.  
    
 
    
 
 
    


