
 

 

 

 

Free Legal Advice for Survivors of Domestic Violence 

What is the Virtual Legal Clinic (VLC)? 

The VLC is a project that connects domestic violence survivors 
who are receiving help from an ICADV domestic violence 

member program in Illinois with personalized information 
and advice about their legal rights from volunteer attorneys. 
Using webcam technology, survivors have the opportunity to 
have their questions answered by experts in the legal field in 

a safe and secure environment. 
How does the VLC work? 

• An advocate from an ICADV domestic violence member program assists the survivor with setting up 
an appointment with a volunteer attorney by answering basic questions about your situation and 
legal issues.  

• The advocate will schedule with you a time to talk to an attorney through a secure, one-of-a-kind 
online system.  

• On the day of your appointment, your advocate will provide you a private space to talk to your 
volunteer attorney using webcam technology so you can see them. The consultation lasts for about 
an hour, and your volunteer attorney will answer your questions in a safe space at the program site. 
All the information shared will remain privileged and confidential between you and the attorney.  

“After talking with the 
clinic lawyer, I felt 

important for the first 
time.”  

- Domestic Violence 
Survivor and VLC 

Participant 

 

Divorce

How long do I have to 
live apart from my 

spouse before I can get 
a divorce?

Am I entitled to any 
property or 

maintenance? 

What is legal 
separation? Is it for 

me? 

Child Custody

How will the judge 
decide who will care 

for my children?

What does the "best 
interests of the child" 

standard mean? 

Will my abuser be 
forced to pay child 
support? Will the 

abuse be taken into 
account?

Immigration

Can my abuser get me 
kicked out of the 

country?

What are my options 
for obtaining a visa?

How long could the 
process take?

...and many other 
legal issues

What rights do I have 
against my landlord? 
Can I be evicted for 

calling 9-1-1?

Can my employer fire 
me for missing work to 

go to court, seek 
medical help, or find 

childcare?

How do I gain control 
of my finances? What 

do I do about my 
abuser's debt that is in 

my name?


