
 
 

Envision Illinois Overview 
 
People with disabilities and Deaf people experience physical, emotional and 

sexual violence at much higher rates than the general population and this 

violence is usually perpetrated by someone they know. Envision Illinois is 

a statewide collaboration aimed at improving the service delivery system 

in Illinois for survivors of domestic violence with disabilities and/or hearing 

loss.  The work focuses on fostering collaboration between community 

agencies and with self-advocates to improve outreach across systems to 

survivors with additional needs and to help organizations respond 

effectively to meet those needs when survivors with disabilities and/or 

hearing loss present for services.  

  

In 2013, the Illinois Department of Human Services received a pilot grant 

from the U.S. Department of Justice Office on Violence Against Women and 

created the Envision Illinois project. The Mission of Envision Illinois is to 

transform services in Illinois into a survivor-centered, seamless, responsive 

and sustainable system that fully meets the needs of Deaf people and 

people with disabilities who are survivors of domestic violence. 

 

We ENVISION a culture in Illinois in which Deaf people and people with 

disabilities who experience domestic violence are empowered by a system 

of inclusive, accessible, person-centered and person-directed services that 

result in equal access to healing, safety and justice. We believe 

collaboration is the path to making this vision possible. 

At the state level, the Illinois Department of Human Services (IDHS) has 

established collaborative partnerships with the Illinois Self-Advocacy 



Alliance, Illinois Coalition Against Domestic Violence, Illinois Department on 

Aging, Illinois Department of Rehabilitation Services, the Illinois Network of 

Centers for Independent Living, and Blue Tower Solutions, Inc.  

 

The Envision Illinois project worked intensely with the Galesburg and 

Jacksonville communities during their original grant period to create system 

change. During the current continuation grant (2017), the model was 

further developed, taking the lessons learned from the previous work and 

expanding it locally across the state through five Immersion Sites for a 

wider impact: Springfield, Carbondale, Rochelle, Bloomington and 

Chicago/near north suburbs.   

 

Recognizing the need for additional resources to help victim services 

programs and disability provider agencies meet the needs of survivors with 

disabilities and Deaf survivors, the Envision Illinois project has established 

a Resource corner on the Illinois Coalition Against Domestic Violence 

webpage. This Resource Corner can be searched by category of resource 

as well as topic and helps fill a gap in educational and training materials, as 

well as activities and policy templates.  

 

With in-person training opportunities curtailed by the pandemic and travel 

restrictions, the Envision Illinois state team has moved into a virtual format 

by offering a series of webinars. It is exciting to see how the webinars 

have expanded the reach and accessibility of our work to unite disability 

and domestic violence services for people with disabilities and Deaf people 

to achieve safety, justice and healing. 

  

To Learn More, Please Contact:  
Teresa L. Tudor 
Department of Human Services 
Partner Abuse Intervention Project Administrator, Envision Illinois Project Director 
823 E. Monroe 
Springfield, IL 62701 
217/558-6192 office 217/782-4890 fax 


