
Illinois Domestic 
Violence Act 
Legislative Changes 
Effective January 1, 2020 
 
Four Code Sections contained in the Illinois Domestic Violence Act (IDVA) were altered by 
new legislation that will be effective January 1, 2020.  
 
These code sections are 750 ILCS 60/202, 750 ILCS 60/210, 750 ILCS 60/217, and 750 ILCS 
60/222.  The changes can be found within these two public acts: PA 101/0255 and 
PA101/0508. This Tip Sheet is not a substitute for reading the public acts in their entirety. This 
is a summary for general informational purposes. Note that other code sections outside the 
Illinois Domestic Violence Act were also impacted by these public acts.  
 
PA 101-0255 created 750 ILCS 60/202 (a-5): 
“when a petition for an emergency order of protection is filed, the petition shall not be 
publicly available until the petition is served on the respondent.” 

 
PA 101-0255 created 750 ILCS 60/217 (a-5): 
“when a petition for an emergency order of protection is granted, the order shall not be 
publicly available until the order is served on the respondent.” 
 
The purpose of these additions is to prevent the respondent from gaining knowledge of the 
filing of a protection order and the granting of the emergency order prior to service. 
 
PA 101-0508 added section g to 750 ILCS 60/210: 
“(g) Emergency orders.  If an order is granted under subsection c of Section 217, the court shall 
immediately file a certified copy of the order with the sheriff or other law enforcement official 
charged with maintaining Department of State Police Records.” 
 
PA 101-0508 altered sections (a) and (b) of 750 ILCS 60/222: 
(a) Entry and issuance.  Upon issuance of any order of protection, the clerk shall immediately, 

or on the next court if an emergency order is issued in accordance with subsection (c) of 



Section 217, (i) enter the order on the record and file it in accordance with circuit court 
procedures and (ii) provide a file stamped copy of the order to respondent, if present, and 
to petitioner.  
 

(b) Filing with sheriff. The clerk of the issuing judge shall, or the petitioner may, on the same 
day that an order of protection is issued, file a certified copy of that order with the sheriff 
or other law enforcement officials charged with maintaining Department of State Police 
records or charged with serving the order upon respondent.  If the order was issued in 
accordance with subsection (c) of Section 217, the clerk shall on the next court day, file a 
certified copy of the order with the Sheriff or other law enforcement officials charged with 
maintaining Department of State Police records…” 

 
The purpose of these changes is to eliminate any processing delays in the issuance of an 
emergency protection order.  
 
These changes are reflected in the updated Illinois Domestic Violence Act Booklet which can 
be found here https://www.ilcadv.org/illinois-domestic-violence-act/. A hard copy may be 
obtained by contacting the Illinois Coalition Against Domestic Violence at (217) 789-2830 and 
making a request. 
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