
 

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS OVERVIEW 

Member Benefits At A Glance  
• Membership Involvement = A Stronger Voice. The needs of survivors your agency serves 

represented on a state and national level, informing advocacy, training, technical 
assistance and education efforts of ICADV, a coalition of over fifty victim service 
agencies located throughout the entire state of Illinois. 

• Receive Advocacy, Training, Technical Assistance to support your work with survivors 
throughout Illinois. 

• Members maximize a $2000 benefits allowance annually allowing them to choose 
whether waived fees for brochures or online training modules will best serve their 
agency. 

• Monthly Notes to Members from the desk of the President/CEO of ICADV where you 
receive updates on the advocacy happening on your agency’s behalf, helpful resources 
related to administering a not for profit/domestic violence agency, and other 
developments or initiatives effecting survivors on a regional, state or national scale. 

• Monthly Member Updates where you receive a digest of the work happening within the 
ICADV membership and its various committees, ICADV meetings dates, updates on 
resources that have been posted to ICADV’s Resource Manager for members to access, 
and information about staffing at ICADV. 

• Monthly or Bimonthly Capitol Corner where you get the latest news on policy, 
legislation and case law effecting survivors and your agency. 

• Policy Alerts where ICADV mobilizes members and supporters with calls to action who in 
turn can mobilize their supporters to make the voice for survivors even stronger. 

• Weekly mailings keeping you informed of trainings, employment opportunities, news 
and other events happening with fellow member agencies and non-ICADV affiliated 
agencies, as well as provide you an opportunity to promote your own events and job 
postings throughout ICADV’s network of member agencies. 

• Periodic resources for local use for your own staff development purposes or client 
service delivery. 

  



Membership Involvement: A Stronger Voice 
The influence a member agency has over the work carried out through Program Council 
Committees, the Program Council at large, and from the administrative office of the coalition is 
the overarching benefit and by far the most impactful benefit to an organization establishing 
and maintaining membership involvement in ICADV. This influence is most significantly 
provided to agencies established as Program Council Members, but Community Partners are 
also invited to share their perspectives as those organizations are often encountering survivors 
in different ways.  This benefit of participating in Coalition work effects the success of its 
training, technical assistance, public education, advocacy and other products. ICADV 
membership also opens the door to accessing peer to peer networking opportunities allowing 
the member agency to benefit from the expertise and experiences of agencies throughout 
Illinois and individual regions that serve survivors and their children, and those serving 
individuals perpetrating the violence.  To maximize this benefit, members of the Coalition carry 
out certain roles and responsibilities and must maintain commitment to advance the agendas 
and priorities of ICADV as a statewide Coalition. Through routine participation not only does the 
collective voice get strengthened, but members are able to stay connected to the work 
happening throughout the state that is impacting the day to day in the lives of survivors and 
their local agencies. 

Advocacy  
Advocacy, including systems advocacy, legislative education, and lobbying, is intended to 
effect policy and/or procedural change in order to improve institutional responses to domestic 
violence. This also includes advocacy to support the enactment, repeal, modification or 
adoption of any law, regulation, or policy, at any level of government. This advocacy includes 
strategies or priorities initiated or identified by ICADV but also includes ICADV participation in 
initiatives spearheaded by groups outside of ICADV where the voice of survivors must be 
heard. 

Training 
Training conducted by ICADV is organized and provided with the needs of member agencies 
and survivors prioritized. This training includes in person events, virtual events, and online 
training modules. This benefit includes providing information on domestic violence that 
enables professionals to improve their response to survivors as it relates to their role in the 
system.  Members can access the online training modules using their member benefits 
allowance and are given access to reduced rates for those modules if choosing not to use the 
allowance.  Additionally, ICADV also carries out the role as an information clearinghouse, 
collating information on training offered by other agencies working in the field of domestic 
violence or related fields and sharing those opportunities in one weekly digest of professional 
development opportunities for advocates and others working in member agencies.  



Technical Assistance 
Technical assistance includes a wide variety of activities designed to facilitate individual or 
agency change in some systematic manner by providing expertise to solve a problem. Examples 
of technical assistance activities include clarifying legislative and policy implementation and/or 
standards of service, technology consultations, confidentiality, local collaborations, and 
assistance with problem-solving. Technical assistance is provided telephonically, virtually, via 
email, in person/on site and through the production of materials; materials are shared 
throughout the membership and technical assistance is requested and provided one on one as 
needed. 

Public Education 
Public education is the provision of general information that will increase public awareness of 
domestic violence.  Public education offered by ICADV to member agencies includes a variety of 
brochures and posters that members can access at no cost to them through an annual benefits 
package. However, this also includes other public education and awareness information 
gathered and shared among members carrying out activities throughout the year or specifically 
as part of Domestic Violence Awareness Month. In addition, the coalition often develops 
statewide opportunities that increase awareness about the issue, bringing statewide 
consistency to the issue of domestic violence through coalition member agencies.  In addition, 
public education is ongoing through the administrative office to the general public in the form 
of information and referral, a social media presence, and through its website. Members are 
also provided a weekly digest of external agency public education items as well that are 
relevant to their work, helping members more easily stay connected to the release of those 
types of materials. 

Resources for Survivor and/or Member Agency Use 
While the coalition isn’t in the business of providing direct services to survivors, there are 
routine opportunities where the Coalition as a statewide entity can leverage resources and 
opportunities for members to offer services to survivors. Those include government 
passthrough funds, but also include other types of resources such as private grant funds for 
the purposes of supporting survivor needs. Occasionally ICADV will embark on collaborative 
projects that help members close an identified gap for survivors such as the Virtual Legal Clinic 
or participation in a regional or localized collaborative project working on a specific issue (eg 
domestic violence colocation project or Envision Illinois etc). Resources are often identified for 
the purpose of providing member agencies resources that can be utilized locally in their staff 
development initiatives or in the day to day work with survivors, such as training curriculums, 
technology or items for survivor use like hygiene supplies. 
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