
 

Are you looking for a fast, easy way to give back to your community using your legal skills?  
Would you like to do so without ever having to go to court, or even leaving your home?  

Are you interested in helping domestic violence survivors rebuild their lives? 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

The Illinois Coalition Against Domestic Violence (ICADV) 
has the perfect pro bono opportunity for you! 

 
 What is the Virtual Legal Clinic (VLC)?  

The Virtual Legal Clinic began as a partnership in 
2011 between the office of the former Lieutenant 
Governor Sheila Simon and the ICADV. The project 
continues to connect domestic violence survivors in 
underserved parts of Illinois with personalized 
information and advice about their legal rights from 
volunteer attorneys throughout Illinois.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

How does it work?  
It’s simple: ICADV connects our volunteer attorneys 
with survivors who are receiving help from a 
domestic violence program in underserved parts of 
Illinois using Zoom. Survivors fill out an application 
through our online platform and writes a brief 
narrative about their legal issues. Once the 
consultation is scheduled, survivors have about an 
hour with our volunteers under a limited scope 
engagement. When the consultation ends, so does 
the attorney-client relationship.  

Do I need to provide my own malpractice 
insurance?  
Nope. We’ve got you covered. 

What kinds of attorneys can volunteer?  
The goal of the VLC is to provide survivors with 
information and advice in civil matters, with an 
emphasis on family law. We currently have 
volunteers who specialize in divorce and custody, 
employment and workplace issues, immigration, 
debt and credit counseling, and landlord/tenant 
issues. You will never be asked to give advice 
outside your area of expertise.  
 
What is the experience like?  
Our attorneys and survivors love participating in the 
VLC. For our attorneys, it’s convenient and still 
deeply satisfying. The platform allows them to 
create their own schedule and volunteer with 
flexibility. Survivors walk away from consultations in 
tears of joy, feeling listened to, and valued by our 
attorneys. Knowledge is power, and our attorneys 
give survivors the information and advice that they 
need to move forward towards a violence-free life. 

 
 
 
Sounds great! How do I get involved?  
ICADV would love to bring you on board! Contact us 
at 217.789.2830 or email vlc@ilcadv.org. We will 
explain the process so you can see if this project is a 
good fit for you.  

 

“The survivor I consulted with was fearful because she didn’t know 
what was happening. Not only did I explain her legal options, I was 
able to point her toward other resources. The VLC is the best idea 
I’ve heard in a long time.”  
  - VLC Volunteer Attorney 
 

 

“After talking with the clinic lawyer, I felt important for the first 
time.”  

- Survivor 
 


