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Here are the updates we made in your state in English and Spanish throughout 2022. To see the four 
most exciting updates throughout WomensLaw.org in 2022, including our new live chat feature for 
Email Hotline users, and information about safety in school, preparing for court, and federal gun laws, 
check out WomensLaw at a Glance: 2022 National Updates! 
 

 

 
 Restraining Orders 

o Created the new question If I get a protection order, will it show up in an internet search?  
 

 Custody 
o Created the new question If I move to a new state, can I transfer my custody case there?  

 
 Divorce 

o Updated the question Where can I find additional information about divorce? to link users to 
our divorce videos and more.  

o Created a new question called If I don’t have money to hire a lawyer, can the judge order my 
spouse to pay my attorney’s fees?  

o Added information to Can I get alimony? What factors will a judge consider? about how a 
judge will decide whether to issue temporary maintenance.  
 

 Workplace Protections 
o Updated 8 questions based on 2022 changes to the laws, including, for example:  

 Added the definition of a “crime of violence” in What are the legal definitions of 
domestic, sexual, and gender violence, as well as a “crime of violence”? since victims of 
these crimes are now also eligible for protections in the workplace. 

 Updated Who is considered to be a “family or household member” under the law? 
based on the expanded definition, which now includes a party to a civil union; 
grandparent; grandchild; sibling; other person related by civil union; and any other 
individual whose close association with the employee is the equivalent of a family 
relationship as determined by the employee. 

 Revised How much advance notice do I need to give my employer to take time off from 
work? And what proof do I need to provide? to explain that a sworn statement is 
enough proof and that documentary proof of the violence only has to be provided if the 
victim happens to have it. 

Illinois-Specific Updates in 2022  

https://www.womenslaw.org/laws/il/restraining-orders/orders-protection/after-hearing/if-i-get-protection-order-will-it-show
https://www.womenslaw.org/laws/il/custody/after-order-place/if-i-move-new-state-can-i-transfer-my-child-custody-case-there
https://www.womenslaw.org/laws/il/divorce#node-70082
https://www.womenslaw.org/laws/il/divorce#node-74717
https://www.womenslaw.org/laws/il/divorce#node-74717
https://www.womenslaw.org/laws/il/divorce#node-70076
https://www.womenslaw.org/laws/il/workplace-protections/basic-info-about-law/what-are-legal-definitions-domestic-sexual-and
https://www.womenslaw.org/laws/il/workplace-protections/basic-info-about-law/what-are-legal-definitions-domestic-sexual-and
https://www.womenslaw.org/laws/il/workplace-protections/basic-info-about-law/who-considered-be-family-or-household-member
https://www.womenslaw.org/laws/il/workplace-protections/basic-info-about-law/how-much-advance-notice-do-i-need-give-my
https://www.womenslaw.org/laws/il/workplace-protections/basic-info-about-law/how-much-advance-notice-do-i-need-give-my
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 Added the fact that any requests for accommodations must be kept confidential to Can I 
ask for “accommodations” at work to keep me safe from domestic, sexual, or gender 
violence, or a “crime of violence”? 

 
 State Gun Laws 

o Updated three questions in our State Gun Laws page based on 2022 changes to the law that: 
1) allowed the Department of State Police to suspend a Firearm Owner’s Identification Card; 
and 2) expanded an exception for mental health-related firearm prohibition.  
 

 Statutes 
o Updated 15 statutes based on 2022 legislative changes on our Selected Illinois Statutes page. 

 
 

 

 Finding a Lawyer 
o Added the county designation for all 26 entries in our Legal Assistance section in order to 

organize the listings by county for easier searching. 
 

 

 

 In 2022, we helped 109 people from Illinois on our Email Hotline! 
 

 

 

WomensLaw.org serves and supports all survivors, no matter their sex or gender. We strive to explain the 
laws related to domestic violence, custody, and more in a “plain-language” way. Two thirds of the website is 
translated into Spanish with more to come! 

  

https://womenslaw.org/
https://www.womenslaw.org/laws/il/workplace-protections/basic-info-about-law/can-i-ask-accommodations-work-keep-me-safe
https://www.womenslaw.org/laws/il/workplace-protections/basic-info-about-law/can-i-ask-accommodations-work-keep-me-safe
https://www.womenslaw.org/laws/il/workplace-protections/basic-info-about-law/can-i-ask-accommodations-work-keep-me-safe
https://www.womenslaw.org/laws/il/state-gun-laws/
https://www.womenslaw.org/laws/il/statutes
https://www.womenslaw.org/find-help/il/finding-lawyer/legal-assistance


3,714 people helped on the WomensLaw Email 
Hotline in English and Spanish in 2022

WomensLaw.org pageviews from more 
than 5.8 million unique users in 202211.1M

WomensLaw at a Glance: 2022 National Updates

3 Preparing for Court - By Yourself

Representing yourself in court can be 
daunting, especially when facing an abusive 
partner. We expanded the question What 
do I keep in mind when going to court? to 
better prepare pro se litigants for court. We 
also revised How do I know if I can appeal 
my case? to more thoroughly explain the 
concept of preserving the record for appeal.

4 Federal Gun Laws

Recent changes to federal law could impact 
whether or not an abuser can possess a 
firearm. We updated What is the definition 
of a domestic violence misdemeanor? 
and If the abuser has been convicted of a 
crime, can s/he legally keep or buy a gun? 
so that survivors have the most up-to-date 
information and can safety plan accordingly.

1 New Live Chat Feature Launched!

WomensLaw added a new live chat option 
to our Email Hotline in October 2022! After 
submitting their initial inquiry, users of 
the Email Hotline can now schedule a chat 
session to ask follow-up questions in real 
time, chatting online with a WomensLaw 
attorney.

2 Safety in School

Title IX provides protections to students who 
are victims of “sexual harassment,” which 
includes sexual assault and other offenses. 
The new Safety in School section addresses 
the schools’ overall obligations, supportive 
measures available, and explains school-
issued no-contact orders.

WomensLaw.org offers plain-language legal information for 54 states and territories, federal legal 
information, and non-legal information related to domestic violence. To provide the most updated 
information to survivors, their loved ones, and the professionals who help them, this past year, the 
WomensLaw team reviewed amendments to 365 statutes and added 163 new statutes. Based largely 
upon these new and amended statutes, we created 245 new questions & responses and revised an 
additional 245 existing questions & responses on WomensLaw.org. We also translated more than 
350 pieces of content into Spanish. In our Places that Help section, we added 132 new state-specific 
resources and revised 626 existing ones. 

Here are the top four additions to WomensLaw.org that are not specific to any state. To learn more 
about all of our legal and non-legal updates and additions in 2022, please visit our What’s New page. 

To learn more about the National Network to End Domestic Violence’s accomplishments in 2022, read NNEDV’s 2022 Year in Review.

This compilation was produced by NNEDV under 15POVC-21-GK-01093-NONF, awarded by the Office for Victims of Crime, Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, 
and conclusions or recommendations expressed in this compilation are those of the contributors and do not necessarily represent the official position or policies of the U.S. Department of Justice.

https://hotline.womenslaw.org/
https://hotline.womenslaw.org/
https://www.womenslaw.org/
https://www.womenslaw.org/laws/preparing-court-yourself/hearing/basic-information/what-do-i-keep-mind-when-going-court
https://www.womenslaw.org/laws/preparing-court-yourself/hearing/basic-information/what-do-i-keep-mind-when-going-court
https://www.womenslaw.org/laws/preparing-court-yourself/after-decision-issued/file-appeal/process-filing-appeal/how-do-i-know
https://www.womenslaw.org/laws/preparing-court-yourself/after-decision-issued/file-appeal/process-filing-appeal/how-do-i-know
https://www.womenslaw.org/laws/federal/federal-gun-laws/definitions-and-basic-info/what-definition-domestic-violence
https://www.womenslaw.org/laws/federal/federal-gun-laws/definitions-and-basic-info/what-definition-domestic-violence
https://www.womenslaw.org/laws/federal/federal-gun-laws/guns-and-criminal-convictions/if-abuser-has-been-convicted-crime-can
https://www.womenslaw.org/laws/federal/federal-gun-laws/guns-and-criminal-convictions/if-abuser-has-been-convicted-crime-can
https://hotline.womenslaw.org/
https://www.womenslaw.org/about-abuse/safety-tips/safety-school
https://www.womenslaw.org/find-help
https://www.womenslaw.org/about/news
https://nnedv.org/latest_update/reflections-on-2022-nnedvs-year-in-review/
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