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From the Desk of Vickie Smith

One week into another Domestic Violence Awareness
month, we are taking the time to share with you the work
we are doing at the intersection of domestic violence
and child abuse and neglect. We have long recognized
that child abuse occurs in homes where domestic
violence occurs. We also know that even when children
in these homes are not directly injured they definitely
witness and are aware of the dynamics between the
parent causing harm and the parent being harmed. It
effects everyone in the home where domestic violence
happens. According to the National Resource Center on
Child Protection and Custody in an estimated 30 to 60 percent of families in which
either child maltreatment or exposure to adult domestic violence is occurring, the other
form of violence also is being perpetrated.

Advocates from the domestic violence services and child welfare professionals
struggle to work together in the best interest of the children and to help the families in
these homes determine safety for adults and children. Often our philosophies and
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approaches differ in how to reduce harm and this leads to missed opportunities to
really assist the families in finding the means to be safe.

ICADV has been a partner with the Illinois Department of Child and Family Services
(DCFS), The Network: Advocating Against Domestic Violence, and Ascend Justice in a
research project supported by Futures Without Violence. This project located a
domestic violence agency advocate in a DCFS local office to provide support and
consultation when domestic violence is identified as an issue in cases DCFS is
investigating. If the adult who is also experiencing domestic violence in these cases
chooses, they may be referred to the local domestic violence (DV) agency. The co-
located DV advocate works with the DCFS professionals and the family to find the
resources in the community to keep the child safe and hopefully keep them in the
home and out of foster care. We have found in the two and a half years of doing this
project it is not only possible but desirable to have the child be safe and stay with the
family.
While we have only been able to conduct this research in two Illinois counties, we are
very excited to look for opportunities to expand this model of service and safety across
the state. Collaborating with other professionals that have the best interest of health
and safety for all Illinois families has given us the chance to identify and develop
community resources and collaborative approaches toward reducing violence.

In this edition you will read about one of the partners that has been instrumental in the
development of this model. You will also read about the pilot site for the model and
how it fits in so well with other services being provided to families. You will also get a
perspective from ICADV Board member, retired Judge Robert Anderson who has long
been active in creating better court responses to domestic violence.
Sometimes children can be an afterthought when we are discussing domestic
violence. But they are often central and need to be considered from every aspect in
order to prevent future generations from experiencing domestic violence. Please enjoy
this edition of For Better Times and consider joining our efforts to end domestic
violence in Illinois.

In Peace,



Vickie Smith
President and CEO

October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month (#DVAM) Join ICADV, our member
agencies, coalitions across the nation, and The National Network to End Domestic
Violence (NNEDV) throughout the month of October for the #Every1KnowsSome1
campaign.

This awareness building campaign focuses on how widespread domestic violence is
and how everyone has a role to play in working to end it.

Follow us on social media - like, comment and share throughout the month and help
spread awareness of domestic violence in YOUR community.

Learn more about the #Every1KnowsSome1 campaign: NNEDV.org/DVAM2021

http://nnedv.org/DVAM2021


ICADV is excited to welcome the Jesse Brown VA Medical Center (Chicago, IL)
as our newest Community Partner!

The organization's Intimate Partner Violence Assistance Program (IPVAP) is
committed to helping Veterans, their partners, and VA staff who are impacted by

intimate partner violence.

They aim to increase relationship health and safety in five key areas:
*Raising Awareness

*Building Community Partnerships
*Serving those who experience IPV

*Serving those who use IPV
*Serving VA Staff

Read more about their work here: https://www.socialwork.va.gov/IPV/About.asp.

Member Agency Spotlight

A Safe PlaceA Safe Place
((Lake County Crisis Center for the Prevention & Treatment of Domestic Violence)

Lake County Crisis Center for the Prevention and
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Treatment of Domestic Violence (DBA A Safe
Place) was established in 1978. They opened in
a small Victorian home in Waukegan, IL that
could provide emergency shelter to about 12 to
15 people at a time. Fast forward 42 years later -
they built a large building in Zion, IL in the early
2000s that included 20 apartments and the
administration office. Today, they have 16 office
locations where they provide shelter, counseling,
and many other services. In addition to shelter
and counseling, A Safe Place offers legal
advocacy, a family visitation center, youth
programs, transitional scattered housing,
permanent Section 8 housing and Rapid

Rehousing, which represent 105 safe homes for victims and their children. A Safe
Place also provides behavioral health services and now, the Domestic Violence Co-
Located Advocate (DVCLP) program at the Department of Children and Family
Services Immersion (DCFS) office in Lake County.

Their budget in the past nine years has grown from $1.9 million to $9 million, with the
most recent growth primarily due to funds related to developing responses to
challenges created by the COVID-19 pandemic. Pre-COVID, they were responding to
about 45 people seeking assistance a month. Now they are responding to about 80 to
90 people a month, and were seeing over 100 people a month at their peak. The
request for services from people experiencing domestic violence has remained high
and this trend seems likely to continue in the foreseeable future.

Prior to becoming involved with the DVCLP, the manager of the DCFS Immersion Site
office in Lake County, Norma Machay, had reached out to Pat Davenport, Executive
Director of A Safe Place, to try to develop the means to reduce the waiting list for
services for parents that needed and wanted domestic violence services and were
involved with DCFS. They were working to find funding to increase the staff at A Safe
Place. Meanwhile a team of people from Illinois – advocates and DCFS staff – visited
the state of Florida to review a response model that worked with families that were
experiencing both domestic violence and child abuse and neglect. Upon return, Norma
was brought into the discussion at the state level for how something similar might be
created here in Illinois, an idea she was quick to support.



Norma spoke with Pat about being a model site. The advocates had been in
discussion with then DCFS Director, George Sheldon, and had a commitment to begin
the development of collaborative, co-located services here in Illinois. Then Director
Sheldon left and there was a lull until it was determined that Illinois could apply to be
part of a research project funded by the Department of Health and Human Services to
study this model.

Futures Without Violence
conducting training in
Washington DC for three research
sites

Lonna Davis,
Futures Without Violence

Marcela Cobian, DVCLA,
A Safe Place

Read MoreRead More

Board Member Spotlight

Judge Robert AndersonJudge Robert Anderson

Retired Judge Robert Anderson joined
the ICADV Board in November, 2019. He
came highly recommended by another
Board member, Judie Caribeaux, who
was previously the Executive Director at
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Family Shelter Service in DuPage
County. Bob has definitely become a
great addition to our work to end
domestic violence in Illinois. 

After finishing law school at Loyola
University School of Law, his first job was
with what is now the State Appellate
Prosecutor's office in Mt. Vernon, Illinois.
He subsequently transferred to the office
in Elgin for a total of three and a half
years. He was then in the DuPage
County State's Attorney's office for three
and a half years. During this time he had
what he refers to as one of those life
altering cases that changed his outlook
on his work. 

Bob was prosecuting a domestic violence
battery case and becoming very
frustrated with the victim, Samaria. She
had two children and was living with the
person who harmed her. He had beat her
so badly the bones around her eye socket
were broken. She lived apart from the
abuser for a while but then moved back in
with him. 

Bob's father died when he was 14 and he
is close to his mother. He often went to
her house on weekends and would share
some of his thoughts on the cases he
was prosecuting. When he was talking to
his mother about Samaria and sharing his
frustrations about how ridiculous he
thought her decision to stay with her
abuser was, his mother became visibly
upset and teary eyed. She then began to
share with Bob a story of their family that
she had never told him. 

Read MoreRead More

The Co-location Project:
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Looking Back in Reflection and Forward with HopeLooking Back in Reflection and Forward with Hope

ICADV Member, Ascend Justice, has
been a key part of the development and
implementation of the Domestic Violence
Co-Located Advocate (DVCLP) program
in Illinois since the beginning stages.
Sara Block, Director of Advocacy for
Ascend Justice shares her thoughts on
the project with us:

"When I think back to the day these
pictures were taken at the launch of the
Domestic Violence Co-Location Program
two years ago, so much has transpired,
so much uncertainty, so much change
and so much progress. To be together in
comfort and without masks foreshadowed
how this program would embody the
grounding principle that immense
strengths exist amidst immense struggle.
Gathering together that day with judges,
DCFS administrators and leaders,
survivors of domestic violence and the
child welfare system, domestic violence
agency partners, and the community,
marked the first time in Illinois that the
child welfare and domestic violence
systems began a formal collaboration to
better serve families experiencing
domestic violence.

By locating domestic violence advocates
in DCFS offices in Waukegan and
Rockford, the co-located advocates have
been working with child welfare workers
to build their capacity to effectively

Partners at DVCLP launch in Lake County

Sara Block and Margaret Duval, Ascend Justice

The child welfare workforce experienced
significant shortages. Among these
struggles, the co-located advocate serves
a critical role in both supporting the child
welfare workers doing very difficult work
and the families experiencing very difficult



respond while also supporting adult and
child survivors, meaningfully engaging
with the parent causing harm, and serving
as a link to particularized services at the
partner domestic violence agencies and
other community based organizations.
Through the multiple layers of
partnerships - between collaborators,
child welfare workers and the co-located
advocates, and child welfare workers and
families - a mother who had experienced
severe and nearly-lethal domestic
violence was not deemed neglectful, a
mother who had experienced abuse and
had previously been in foster care was
provided shelter in a hotel with her
children, seven siblings were able to
enter a domestic violence shelter with
their adult survivor parent rather than
enter foster care, and a father agreed to
participate in a batterer intervention
program due to his desire to be a good
father.

Amidst these promising outcomes,
challenges persist. The COVID-19
pandemic increased the needs of families
while support became less accessible.

The pandemic disproportionately
impacted the same community of families
that are often subject to child welfare
interventions. The pandemic also further
isolated families, leaving little space for
reprieve from abuse.

circumstances. The pandemic
underscored the need for partnership, for
buffering risk by building upon strengths,
for cultivating protective factors, for being
guided by the families themselves, and
for recognizing that no one system can
meet the needs of families alone.

As the federal grant that has supported
the first two years of the DVCLP comes to
an end as Domestic Violence Awareness
Month begins, we remain committed to
sustaining and expanding the DVCLP in
order to create the foundation for a
statewide program that will contribute to
trauma-informed, strength-based, family-
centered and equity-focused child welfare
interventions and domestic violence
services that enhance the safety, stability,
wellbeing and healing of families."

-Sara Block, Director of Advocacy,
Ascend Justice
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